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The Conference 

 

Section 1. Food Security under Climate Change 

The first section of the Conference allowed speakers to present information 

regarding the predicted climate change impacts in Kyrgyzstan and the loss of food security.  

 

Climate impacts  will likely manifest itself in  reduced losses of arable land and 

irrigation water, an increase in precipitation during winter causing more floods, mudflows, 

or landslides,  and drought in summer.  The academic experts suggested that scientific 

evidence reveals that even if Kyrgyzstan may receive temporary benefits in some areas by 

increased temperatures, by 2050, it will see a decrease in water outflow by between 43% 

and 88%, particularly in the Naryn and Issyk Kul basins.  If water saving technologies are 

not employed, we can expect a potential decrease of by 50% of irrigated land production.  

As land becomes infertile or goes out of  production, food prices will increase, and  

Kyrgyzstan will be faced with more food insecurity.   

 Areas that need particular attention by the Kyrgyz Republic and Ministry of 

Agriculture, and which require more budget allowances are:   

 Improve irrigated land to reduce losses in agricultural production; improve soils 

and field protection strategies. 

 Correct poor grazing practices that lead to desertification of pasturelands. 

 Introduce crop rotation, drought-resistant and pest-resistant crop varieties, and 

best practices in cropland management. 

 Reduce salinization, often mobilized by over-irrigation or waterlogging. 

 Use conjunctive use strategies – that is harness groundwater, together with surface 

waters to improve maximum water availability to farmers during summer. 

 Increase research and data on Kyrgyz lands to monitor changes that use an 

interdisciplinary approach. 

 

The group of experts 
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animal husbandry by 30-40% in winter.   
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means their survival.  By understanding local communities and providing them support in 

their development, Kyrgyz agencies can improve the resilience of rural villages.  They can 

support farmer access to climate forecasting, access to credit and insurance, and to 

emergency response.  The government can also encourage villages to cooperate in natural 

resource management, such as for protection of pastures.  SLM technologies have also been 

piloted in various mountain regions and these lessons should be shared. 

 

 

CONCLUSION    

Participants agreed in the final discussion that Kyrgyzstan needs more research and 

development in agricultural regions.  The lessons from community field studies and pilot 

projects are important to helping Kyrgyzstan design a roadmap to reduce climate change 

impacts.   It is important to note a consistent theme in the findings was that unlike many 

countries, Kyrgyzstan has not developed a national adaptation program of action or 

strategic plan that has received the input of all stakeholders in the country.  This is quite 

urgently needed. 

 

The Participants adopted a Resolution with specific recommendations to the Government of 

Kyrgyzstan.  These recommendations and all other Conference materials can be found at 

www.auca.kg/ru/tspc  or in English at www.auca.kg/en/tspc. 

 

http://www.auca.kg/ru/tspc
http://www.auca.kg/en/tspc

